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USto commit toa colony on Mars, us-

ing an international lunar outpost
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- fromreaching Mars.

If nothing else, the evening re-
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Mars Meltdown ‘to

open Arctic
tanker route’

- Lesley Riddoch
A new “north-east passage” for ship-
Ping around Russia’s Arctic coast and
across the north pole will be opeqed
within a decade as global warming
causes the ice cap ro melt, Norway's
foreign minister has predicted

Jonas Gahr Store, giving a recent
lecture in Edinburgh, said the route
thiGugh pi v Inaccessibie Rus-
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sian waters could cut tanker journey
timesbetween Rotterdam in the Neth-
erlands and Yokohama in Japan by
40% and provide a safer and “pirate-
free” route for transglobal shipping

“Therise in temperatures across the
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the more famous north-west passage
willbe opened by climate change
The mealting -

sub-sea gas in the nuge Shtokman
field. Russia plans to start extracting
£as from the Barents Sea hv 2011 with
French partners Total and the Norwe-
gimmnte-mmedSmmﬂ.Somedbokm
offshore, Shtokman cannot be reached
by helicopter from continental bases.
Explorers would need tocontend with
temperatures of -50C and ice floes the
size of Jamaica.

With 50 Norwegian exploration
and supply companies registered in
Murmansk, Gahr Stora believes Rus-
S1a accepts it cannot develop the area
alone. He rejects the idea that a dash
forgasand creavion of new Arctic ship
ping lanes threatens Norway's green
credentials. “A man-made problem
needsa tion. The JAEA
Atomic Energy Agency)
thatby 2030 1 l
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